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Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 7 Corinthians 4.2

Stewards of our souls

od is good! Winter was a wonderful season of family time
Gand remembering our mighty Savior Jesus’ entry into this
earth. We now enter the wonder of spring. Yet we painfully
know the world is at war, and the earth groans and travails
under the curse.

As believers, we feel the call of life’s responsibilities. These
bring sobriety in our everyday consciousness, realizing that each
of us is accountable for how we live. At home, at work, in church,
and before all men, we are stewards of our souls.

It is common to equate stewardship with the accounting of
books, and in olden times, the steward of a house. Stewardship
is responsibility defined as “The careful and responsible
management of something entrusted to one’s care.” God has
placed responsibility upon us in bearing His image. Being a
body, soul, and spirit, man is His created likeness. God gives
us the power of choice; how will we choose to live?

Ezekiel 18:4 says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Now the
steward has a dilemma as he considers this truth and his own
soul. We also read, “For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” in Romans 3:23. The “all have sinned” includes
me. What am I to do? To do nothing means certain judgment,
for to fall short of the glory of God is a weighty mistake.

Luke 12:42-46 says, “And the Lord said, Who then is that
faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make ruler
over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due
season? Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh
shall find so doing. Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make
him ruler over all that he hath. But and if that servant say in
his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat
the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be
drunken; The lord of that servant will come in a day when he
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looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and
will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with
the unbelievers.”

The faithful steward then cries, “Lord, what shall I do?” John
3:5-8 says, “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said
unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is
born of the Spirit”

The steward’s faith responds by turning his heart to Jesus
in repentance and surrendering his will to God. He is washed
of his sins and is born from above and, finding true peace,
becomes part of the body of Christ. “Therefore being justi-
fied by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus

Christ” (Romans 5:1).
continued on page 3
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The dilemma

Levi Miller, CAM Foundation Manager

X Jou said . . . what?” Amos began pacing, the phone
Ypressed to his ear.

The accountant’s steady voice came clear. “Your tax bill this
year will be over $60,000. Most of it is from the sale of that extra
property you had”

“But. .. but how is that possible?” Amos sank into the office
chair behind the desk, the color slowly draining from his face.

“Your cost basis in the property is $240,000. You sold it for
over $600,000. Nothing can be done about this except pay the
tax.” The steady voice didn’t calm Amos.

“But where will I get the money to pay the tax? This . . . this is
impossible.”

“You should have plenty of money from the sale of the prop-
erty. Surely you didn’t spend it already?”

“No...Ididn’t spend it all. Part of the reason for selling the
land was the debt load on my home farm. I paid off the debt,
and not much was left over”

The accountant’s voice wasn'’t as steady now. “We could’ve
reduced your tax liability before the sale, but it’s too late now.”

“I...Ididn’thave to pay off all the debt. But I wanted to elim-
inate the debt so the interest would end.” Amos ran his fingers

through his hair. “And . . . I really hate the idea of paying all that
tax. That money could have been used to help with the needs
in our church.”

Amos dropped the phone, then his head slowly sank to rest
on the desktop.

Clyde was in a predicament. He wanted to sell his business.
Several employees were interested in buying it. Clyde thought
it was worth $3 million. The buyers offered to make a $200,000
down payment, with the rest spread out over a number of
years. Clyde liked this arrangement. But before making the
agreement, he decided to call his accountant.

What Clyde learned shocked him. The whole tax bill of
$700,000 would be due in the year he sold the business, even
though he wouldn’t receive most of the funds until later.

But he couldn’t do that. He would receive only $200,000 from
the sale in the first year. Where would the remaining $500,000
come from?

The accountant explained that, unlike real estate, some busi-
ness sales were taxed in the year of the sale regardless of when
payments were received.

continued on page 3



The dilemma continved from page 2

Clyde realized that he couldn’t sell the business, or he would
need to go into debt to make the sale possible. Or he would
need to ask the buyers to get a bank loan.

The men in the cases above had several options to avoid the
dilemma. We will look at them one at a time.

AMOS

The first mistake that Amos made was not talking with his tax
advisor before selling the property. His accountant would have
been his most valuable resource.

He also didn’t consider giving God some of the increase. This
is something many people miss. Amos may have been faith-
fully tithing from his income, but he totally ignored the huge
gain on the sale of his property.

Instead of selling the property and paying the tax, Amos could
have donated a percentage of the property to a foundation
like CAM Foundation. In this scenario, donating 30% of the
property would have eliminated the tax with his low-income
bracket. While he would have ended up with $100,000 less in
his bank account, the tax bill would have been diverted to a
good cause.

CLYDE
Clyde was making good decisions as he went into the sale of his
business. He called his tax advisor before completing the sale.
If he hadn’t, he would have landed in a trap that wouldn’t have
been resolved easily. But now that he knew what the dilemma
was, how could he get out of this trap and still have the option for
his employees to buy into the business?

He had read somewhere about avoiding capital gains tax, so
he called CAM Foundation. He discovered that by donating
30% of his business, the tax bill would be reduced to $160,000.

Stewards of our souls continued from page 1

The responsibility of the steward is greater than that of the
laborer, because he will be called upon to account for his faith-
fulness and diligence or the lack thereof, and likewise he will
receive greater reward or punishment. The proper response
to the warning is watchfulness that motivates action as seen
in Luke 12:35-37. “Let your loins be girded about, and your
lights burning; And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for
their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he
cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.

With the $200,000 down payment, he could pay his tax bill
and still have some left over. He ended up with less in his
bank account in the end,

but he had the satisfaction

Rememb er, of channeling sig’niﬁcant

tax dollars to God’s work.

adonation Besides, this allowed him
Of real estate to make the sale, whereas

before he wasn'’t able to.
has to be He still accomplished

made before his goa? of' his employ‘/-
ees buying into the busi-
a signed sales ness without making a

large bank loan because
CAM Foundation allowed
the buyers to make pay-

agreement or
land auction.

ments the same as he had
planned to.

DONOR ADVISED FUND

The dollar amounts mentioned above are large and far beyond
what most people would normally make in one year. This is
where a Donor Advised Fund comes in.

This fund is like a checking account for giving. As the pay-
ments come in, they go into the fund. Amos and Clyde can
then direct this money to their church to help with needs, or
they can direct money to other charities they want to support.
This can be done over time, and they can remain completely
anonymous so the church or charity doesn’t know who the
donor is. This tool is free, so none of the donations are lost.

Both case studies are based on actual cases, with names and
details changed to protect identities. The numbers are hypo-
thetical and should not be taken as tax advice.

Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh
shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird
himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come
forth and serve them.” May we

be faithful in our calling as

stewards of our souls.



Gifts to charity

tis easy to add a charity to receive part of your estate through your will. But it is not so
Ieasy to change that charity later. Your attorney needs to update the will every time you
wish to add or remove charities you have designated.

A simpler method is to open a Donor Advised Fund. You designate the Donor Advised
Fund as the beneficiary charity in your will. You then fill out a form listing the charities
you want the money to go to after your death. Making changes to this list is as simple as

filling out and signing a new form.

We charge no fees to do distributions from your will. All the money received from your
estate will be distributed to the charities you have chosen, if approved. CAM Foundation
retains the right to reject a charity if the charity falls outside the Foundation's values.

Seminar opportunity

CAM Foundation is interested in coming to
your area to give a FREE presentation!

DID YOU
KNOW

Learn about:
? How to get started with a will or trust

General estate planning

How to avoid capital gains taxes

How asset gifting options can increase your ability to give

We can also meet with you privately to discuss your unique estate situation.
This service is free, and any information you share with us remains strictly confidential.
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It is not legal advice nor does it contain legal
opinions on any specific matters. You will need

Biblical Stewardship Services an attorney from your state to draft and execute
P.O. Box 290 | Berlin, OH 44610 your documents. You should also seek the
phone: 330.893.4915 counsel of your accountant or tax advisor.

email: bss@camoh.org | website: camf.org



